
    

 
 
 
 

Grand China & Silk Road Explorer 
 

A remarkable journey covering the east, west and central heartland of China 
with unique touring activities and cultural adventures in Shanghai, Xi'an, 

Dunhuang, Urumqi, Turpan, Kashgar, and Beijing 
 

 

 

15 Days / 13 Nights (September 12 - 26, 2014) 
 

Specially designed for intrepid and experienced travelers 

Led by ACT's senior trip planner and tour manager Moosa Ali  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACCESS CHINA TOURS
®®

  
Small Group and Private Fine Touring in China & Asia  



Grand China & Silk Road Explorer 
 

A remarkable journey covering the east, west and central heartland of China with 

unique touring activities and cultural exchanges in Shanghai, Xi'an,  

Dunhuang, Urumqi, Turpan, Kashgar, and Beijing 
 

 
 
China is a land of history and refinement unparalleled in the world.  Attentive visitors are 

immersed in a sea of visual and cultural experiences.  Each geographic area in China teems with its own 

identity as an energetic variation on the great theme of Chinese civilization. You will be amazed at how 

regions differ vastly yet express similar values and ideas.   

 

This journey begins in Shanghai, China’s most populous city and economic powerhouse.  The 

European Bund still retains the glamour of the colonial era; modern shopping malls, western pubs, galleries, 

and boutique stores scatter all around the center of Shanghai.  Visit the colonial era neighborhood, the sky-

high World Financial Center, and exploring the art district of Shanghai. 

 

The next stop of your tour is Xi'an, once the largest city in the world. Visit and explore the 

Terracotta Warriors Museum in homage to Qinshihuang.  It is considered China’s preeminent archaeological 

discovery.  Tour the massive City Wall in the ancient Tang Dynasty capital. 

 

Wing on to the far west of China and start your exploration of the Silk Road - where East and West 

first met more than 2,000 years ago, and China’s only major connection to the outside world at that time. 

The Silk Road region is vast and empty, populated by nomads and wild camels.  The cities and towns are 

remote, marked by mosques rather than temples, inhabited mostly by Uygur, Han, Kazak, Hui, Kyrgyz, and 

Mongols.  The Silk Road winds through a lost world, an alien landscape of howling sand dunes and silent 

snowy peaks.  It is a part of China most visitors have yet to see. Traveling westward on the Silk Road to visit 

Dunhuang’s Buddhist grottoes, Turpan’s ancient city ruins, Kashgar’s Sunday Bazaar, and Urumqi’s 

fascinating museum and markets. 

 

Board a flight to Beijing for an exploration of the beauty of the imperial city and meetings with 

urban Chinese residents.  Discover the splendor of China’s glorious past: Great Wall and the Forbidden City; 

also witness the dynamic and ever-changing life pace in today’s capital of China. 

 

 Fly home to from Beijing.         Pre-tour Shanghai and Post-tour Beijing extensions are available. 

 

 ---  -  ---  -  ---  -  ---  -  ---  -  ---  -  ---  -  ---  -  ---  -  ---  -  ---  -  ---  -  ---  -  ---  -  ---  -  ---  -  ---  -  --- 

 

Mr. Moosa Ali is the tour leader for this special adventure.  Moosa was 

born and grew up in Syria in the Middle East.  After he graduated from high school in 

the 1980s, Moosa traveled to China and attended a university in Beijing for 6 years.  

He graduated with a Civil Engineering degree and worked in Dubai for a number of 

years before moving to Canada.   

Moosa is fluent in English, Mandarin and Arabic. Finding travel is more 

interesting than Engineering, he studied travel and tourism in school, and in 2000 

graduated from the Canadian Travel and Tourism College in Vancouver.  He then 

worked in the travel industry for 10 years before joining Access China Tours in 2011 as a senior travel 

consultant and tour leader.  Moosa has travelled extensively in China and led tours in this amazing 

destination.  He looks forward to sharing this great adventure and his insight on Chinese culture with you.   



 
"Grand China & Silk Road Explorer"  

Tour Itinerary  
 

 

Sep 12 � depart Fly from North America to Shanghai, China.  
Day 01 
 

Sep 13 Shanghai Arrive in Shanghai today; meet your Shanghai tour guide and driver at the 

Day 02  airport and transfer to Courtyard Shanghai Puxi by Marriott (deluxe room).  

  This evening, meet your tour leader Moosa Ali and fellow travelers for the  

  Welcome Reception & Dinner - relax and get to know each other!  <D>  
 

Sep 14 Shanghai After breakfast in hotel, begin your China experience by visiting the Bund  

Day 03  to see European art-deco architecture built in the early 1900s; look across  

       the river at the ultra-modern Pudong economic district, home to several of  

       world's tallest buildings.   

    Then, move on to visit the classic and exquisite Yuyuan Garden  

       located in the old city center; soak in the hustle and bustle of Cheng Huang  

       Miao market place.  Enjoy a Shanghai Soup Dumpling lunch. 

    Afternoon visit the marvelous Shanghai Museum, whose bronze  

       gallery is probably the world finest; wander around the former French  

  Concession, represented by leafy Fuxing Park and colonial era architecture;  

  make a stop and stroll at Xintiandi, a redeveloped neighborhood with  

  coffee shops, trendy pubs, restaurants and stores frequented by Shanghai's  

  new class of yuppies, expats as well as tourists. 

   Enjoy a Shanghai Cuisine Dinner in a local restaurant this evening  

  followed by a traditional Chinese Acrobatic Show in a local theater;  

  transfer back to your hotel after the show.  <B-L-D> 

 

          
 

Sep 15 Shanghai Breakfast in hotel; after checking out, transfer to the airport and fly FM9201  

Day 04 � Xi’an (1000-1230) to Xi’an, an ancient capital of China and cosmopolitan terminus  

  of the Silk Road; met by your Xi'an guide and travel to the extraordinary  

  Terracotta Warriors Museum for a visit.  Here near the tomb of China’s first  

  Emperor, archaeological excavations on site have found a stunning army of

  more than 7000 life-size terracotta soldiers, officers, horses and chariots.  

   This evening, enjoy a special Xi’an Cuisine Dinner in Wenhaoshifu  

  Restaurant; transfer to your hotel for check-in and overnight stay; Grand  

  Mercure Xi'an at Renmin Square (superior room).  <B-D> 

 



             
 

Sep 16 Xi’an  � After breakfast in hotel, tour the massive Ancient City Wall constructed   

Day 05 Dunhuang during the Ming Dynasty and enjoy a bike ride on the wall if you wish.   

  Then visit the Great Mosque and Muslim Market if time permits. 

   Transfer to Xi’an Airport late morning and board the flight MU2102  

  (1235-1510) to Dunhuang in the arid and remote Gansu Province; upon  

  arrival, meet your guide and transfer to hotel for check-in and rest.  In the  

  golden sun of late afternoon, we visit the incongruous Crescent Spring Lake,  

  a spring fed pool situated within the huge singing sand dunes of the Gobi  

  Desert.  You will have the opportunity to enjoy a Bactrian camel ride up the  

  sand dunes like a caravan traders 1000 years ago.   Enjoy your own dinner in  

  the hotel restaurant; Silk Road Dunhuang Hotel (deluxe room).  <B> 
 

Sep 17 Dunhuang Early breakfast this morning; today we drive deep into the desert and head  

Day 06  west to see and feel what the caravans in the Yuan Dynasty would have  

  experienced along the Silk Road.  Visit the natural beauty of amazing rock  

  formations of pink sandstone at Yadan National Geological Park and tour  

  the man-made splendor of 2000 year old section of Han Great Wall. 

   During our return to Dunhuang we will visit the Western Thousand  

  Buddha Caves to view ancient Buddhist art rarely seen by general visitors;   

  also take a City Tour and visit a local market.  After a Local Cuisine Dinner,  

  transfer back to hotel and enjoy a brilliant view of the desert starry skies on  

  the rooftop patio.  <B-L-D> 

 

       
 

Sep 18 Dunhuang Breakfast in hotel.  After checking out, we drive east to the desert to visit 

Day 07 � Urumqi the world famous and fascinating Buddhist art at the Mogao Caves, a  

  UNESCO World Heritage with an excellent Exhibition Center.  The caves  

  were carved into a cliff facing the desert over many centuries, and they  

  contain incredible murals, sculptures, carvings, reliefs, and paintings.    

   Travel to Dunhuang Airport in the afternoon and fly CZ6896  

  (1645-1810) to Urumqi, - the most inland million-people city on earth  

  located 2,500 kilometers (1,550 miles) from the nearest Ocean.  Check into  

  your hotel upon arrival and your own dinner at the hotel.  Stay for two  

  nights in Luxemon Xinjiang Yindu Hotel (deluxe room).  <B-L> 
 



Sep 19 Urumqi Breakfast in hotel.  This morning excursion will take us out of the city and   

Day 08  high into the Tianshan Mountains to behold the exquisite Heavenly Lake,  

  surrounded by trees and alpine air.  The snow-capped mount Bogda  

  (17900 feet) is reflected in the clear water of the lake.  Hike along the trails  

  and visit a yurt home of the local Kazakh herdsmen if available.  

   In the afternoon, we return to the city for a visit of the Xinjiang  

  Regional Museum to view the famous Caucasian featured “Loulan  

  Mummies”, buried and preserved over 2000 years ago.   

   We then go back to hotel for refreshing before heading out to the  

  Uyghur district to visit the Erdaoqiao Grand Bazzar for a true enjoyment of  

  the senses followed by a delicious Uyghur Local Cuisine Dinner at Bayi  

  Renjia Restaurant.  Transfer back to hotel after dinner.  <B-L-D>  

 

       
 

Sep 20 Urumqi Check out of hotel after breakfast and drive for 2.5 hrs to Turpan, the lowest,  

Day 09 � Turpan hottest, and driest city in China set in a green oasis surrounded by  

  Kumutagh Desert.  Upon arrival, we will visit the ruins of ancient Jiaohe  

  City Fortress built on a strategic high ground first constructed roughly 2000 

  years ago. Today, remains of some 13th century structures are still standing.  

   After lunch, check in at the hotel for refreshing.  Then we visit the  

  Ruins of Gaochang, a small Silk Road kingdom established by Han Chinese  

  from 1st century BC and later ruled by the Tang Dynasty.  It later became a  

  Buddhist Uyghur kingdom in 9th century until conquered by Mongols. 

   Next, we check out Beziklik Caves, which attests to the flourishing  

  of Buddhism in western China before Islam became the dominant religion  

  in the 13th century; also stop at the pink and red colored Flaming Mountain -  

  a fascinating geological phenomenon and one of the hottest places on earth. 

   Enjoy a Uygur Cuisine Dinner in a local restaurant and followed by  

  EEtthhnniicc  SSoonngg  aanndd  DDaannccee  SShhooww if available.  Stay overnight in Turpan Huozhou  

  Hotel (deluxe room).  <B-L-D> 

 

          
 

Sep 21 Turpan � Breakfast in hotel.  After checking out, visit the iconic Emin Minaret, the  

Day 10 Kashgar tallest Islamic structure in the area.  A visit to the Grape Valley gives you  

  the opportunity to walk through the shady vineyards; stop by homes of  

  Uygur farmers and go down into Karez Wells-an ingenious underground  



  irrigation system that has nurtured the area for centuries.  

   After lunch, travel by vehicle to Urumqi Airport and fly CZ6809  

  (1625-1810) to Kashgar, a city that has served as a center of exchange of  

  goods and ideas in central Asia since ancient times.  Met and transfer to  

  hotel for check in and relaxation; your own dinner at the hotel; Kashgar  

  Qinibagh Royal Hotel (deluxe room).  <B-L> 
 

Sep 22 Kashgar Breakfast in hotel; morning visit to the famous Kashgar Sunday Bazaar -  

Day 11  one of the largest and oldest market places in Central Asia, with thousands  

  people attending and countless animals for trade and sale.  People from all  

  around the region congregate each Sunday to sell or buy food, fruits, furs,  

  jade, jewelry, stones, seasonings, silk, vegetables, clothes, utensils and  

  anything you can imagine.  

   After our exploration in the market, go to visit the Id Kah Mosque,  

  the largest in Xinjiang; then visit the Old Town Kashgar, where small and  

  narrow alleys run through traditional neighborhoods and streets are lined  

  with vendor stands, craft shops and small restaurants.  

   Later, visit the Abakh Hoja Family Cemetery and hear the story of  

  Xiangfei - 'Fragrant Concubine'.  If time permits, we will also tour the Tomb  

  of Yusuf Hzi Hajup, an accomplished Uygur poet and philosopher in the  

  11th century.  This evening enjoy a Local Muslim Cuisine Dinner.  <B-L-D> 

 

       
 

Sep 23 Kashgar Breakfast in hotel.  Yes, today we are driving along the famous Karakorum  

Day 12  Highway to the lofty Pamir Mountains with spectacular vistas and scenery  

  along the way.  Bring your camera and put on your hiking shoes. 

    First, stop by the village of Upal for a tour of its active Monday  

  Market where you can have a bite of the freshly baked 'naan'; then visit the  

  Tomb of Mahmud Al-Kashgari (1008-1105AD), a prominent Uygur scholar  

  who composed of the first comprehensive dictionary of the Turkic language.  

   Continue driving up along the fabled Karakorum Highway  

  passing stunning views of high mountains and deep canyons; arrive at the 

  Karakuri Lake for a breath-taking hike along the shore and behold the  

  extraordinary glacier peaks of Muztagh Ata and Kongur which soar over 

  24,000 feet into the sky.  Return to Kashgar by the evening and spend a  

  third night in this most exotic Silk Road city.  <B-L> 
 

Sep 24 Kashgar After breakfast, transfer to the Kashgar Airport and fly CZ6812 (1025-1155) 

Day 13 � Beijing to Urumqi where we connect another flight CZ6932 (1310-1635) to Beijing.  

  Met by our Beijing local guide upon arrival and transfer to hotel.   

   After refreshing in hotel, follow our guide for an evening Walking  

  Tour of the bustling Wangfujing Street and the Night Market; then we  



  move on to Dadong for the world renowned Peking Duck Dinner.  Stay  

  two nights in  Park Plaza Beijing Wangfujing (superior room).  <B-D> 

 

          
 

Sep 25 Beijing  Breakfast in hotel.  Today's highlight is our excursion to the extraordinary  

 Day 14  Great Wall of China - the rugged and scenic Mutianyu section along steep  

   mountain ridges best exemplifies the Ming era defensive wall construction  

   (round-trip cable car ride included); enjoy lunch in a village restaurant. 

   In the afternoon, drive back to the city and visit the Forbidden City -  

   imperial palaces and gardens of the Ming and Qing dynasties; inside this  

   huge compound, there are also exhibits that display some of the treasures  

   owned or used by the emperors and the royal family.   

    Return to hotel for refreshing and on this last evening in China, we  

   will enjoy a Farewell Dinner in a fine local cuisine restaurant.  <B-L-D> 
 

Sep 26 � return Breakfast in hotel; transfer to airport and fly home.  <B> 
Day 15 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Changes to Itinerary:  Access China Tours has made all possible attempts to ensure the accuracy of tour itineraries.  Circumstances 

beyond our control may occur.  We reserve the right to change itineraries, sightseeing activities, and common carriers, and to substitute 

hotels when necessary.  Service of a similar category and standard will be maintained if such changes are made. The Service Voucher in 

your last pre-departure packet will provide the operational itinerary summary, final transport and hotel information. 

 
    

Selected First Class Hotels 
 
 

             
 

                 Courtyard Shanghai Puxi                           Grand Mercure Xi'an                        Silk Road Dunhuang Hotel  

 

          
 

Xinjiang Luxemon Yindu Hotel        Turpan Huozhou Hotel      Kashgar Qinibagh Royal Hotel      Park Plaza Beijing WFJ 



Tour Price Inclusions & Exclusions 
 
 
 
Tour Land Price: $4,998 USD per person double occupancy (for a group of 10-20 travelers)   
    
Single Supplement: $950 USD for single occupancy throughout the tour 
 
International Air Cost:  from $1,080 USD per person from west coast gateway cities   
 
 
 
What's Included in Tour Land Price:       

 

• Selected 5 and 4 star first class hotel accommodations, double occupancy  

• Coach class Chinese domestic air and ground transportation while on tour  

• All tour related Chinese domestic taxes, permits 

• Arrival and departure transfers on tour dates  

• Transfers and luggage (1 piece of 45 pounds per person) handling  

• Pre-departure information packets  

• All sightseeing, activities, and cultural events incl. admission fees listed in the itinerary  

• All meals specified in the itinerary  

• Service of a professional English-speaking North American tour manager on tour 

• Service of a professional English-speaking local tour guide in each city or region 

• Private, clean, and newer vehicles with air-conditioning and a professional driver 

• Gratuities to local guides and drivers  

 
 
What's Not Included in Tour Land Price:       
 

• International air tickets from North America to China (quoted separately)  

• Chinese visa processing 

• A few lunches and dinners 

• Trip cancellation, baggage, accident, and medical insurance  

• Gratuity to your professional tour manager  

• Items not listed and/or specified as included in the itinerary 
 

 

 
Cancellation Policy:  $500 pp deposit is required at sign-up.  All cancellation notices must be received in writing and will become 
effective as of the date of receipt by Access China Tours.  We assess cancellation fees of all tours according to the following schedule: 
 
70 days or more prior to departure * ..................................... $200 per person 
69 to 50 days prior to departure * .......................................... $500 per person  
49 to 30 days prior to departure * .......................................... $800 per person    
29 to 15 days prior to departure * ........................................ $1000 per person 
 
* Plus any charges assessed by government agencies, land suppliers, cruise companies and airlines.  
 
Within 14 days of departure .............100% forfeiture of the tour price per person 
 
Access China Tours will not grant partial refunds for any unused trip arrangements after the trip has commenced or any refunds to 
participants who do not complete any portion of the itinerary.  Any airline tickets issued are subject to the carrier’s refund and 
cancellation policy. We strongly recommend you purchase trip cancellation/interruption insurance to protect your travel 
investment.  If a tour is forced to be cancelled due to government’s travel warnings, declared or undeclared wars, hostilities, civil 
disturbances, strike, riot, epidemic, and quarantines, Access China Tours will refund all participants’ payment less any irretrievable 
expenses and loss (visa fees, airline penalties, communication cost, & non-refundable booking cost, etc.)  

 


