
 
 
 

Winter Wonders of Harbin 
 

Exploring the largest ice festival in the world – Harbin International Ice & Snow 
Festival plus pre-tour Beijing Extension with Great Wall and Forbidden City 

 

 

 

9 Days / 7 Nights including Beijing Pre-Tour (January 23-31, 2016) 
 

Specially Designed 2016 Group Departure for Winter Explorers 
(Also available as a private tour for the dates of your choosing, anytime in Jan. or Feb.) 
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Tour Program Summary 
 

 

China is a land of history and refinement unparalleled in the world.  Attentive visitors are 

immersed in a sea of visual and cultural experiences unlike any other they may have had elsewhere.  

Each geographic area in China teems with its own identity as an energetic variation on the great 

theme of Chinese civilization.  You will be amazed at how regions differ vastly yet express similar 

values and ideas.   

  

This journey begins in Beijing. For those who choose to take the pre-tour extension, you 

will enjoy an exploration of the beauty of the imperial city and meetings with urban Chinese 

residents.  Discover the splendor of China’s glorious past: the Forbidden City, Temple of Heaven, 

and Great Wall; also witness the dynamic and ever-changing life pace in today’s capital of China. 

 

A two-hour flight takes us to the “Snow & Ice” city of Harbin, capital of Heilongjiang — 

China's northernmost province.  This is a city of unique characters and the early 20th century 

Jewish Russian immigrants left visible marks on the city's architecture as well as its lifestyle.  Harbin 

is a place of many contradictions.  Travelers are faced with frequently cold and inhospitable 

climates more than half of the year, but comforted by a warm and friendly population and dazzling 

colors as well as big crowds during the incredible Ice & Snow Festival & Ice Lantern Expo in the 

deep winter. 

 

The city is famous for its increasingly huge and stark skyscrapers, winding streets of quaint 

colonial architecture; as well as impressive Siberian Tiger conservation policies that are somewhat 

offset by a number of hunting grounds within the province.  The history of Harbin is one of great 

turbulence and economic prosperity, which marks today’s mood among locals.  You will visit the 

famous landmarks and culture sites in the city, and most importantly of course, immerse yourself in 

the dazzling colors of masterfully sculpted ice and snow figures and structures, and surrounded by 

friendly outgoing Harbiners.  

 

Travel back to Beijing by air for an overnight stay before flying home or your next destination 

in Asia such as a one-week vacation in tropical Vietnam. 

 

Tour Leader & Escort:  Access China Tours' sales executive & tour leader Mr. Daniel Pliske will 

be leading this tour when there are 10 or more travelers in the 

group.  Daniel holds a Master's Degree in Tourism Management 

from Colorado State University.  His passion for Asia developed at a 

young age, when Daniel went to study in Japan at the age of 14.  

After much international as well as domestic exploration from that 

time until he graduated from college with a bachelor's degree in 

economics, Daniel decided to return to Asia to teach English as 

well as to travel to every country in the region.   

Daniel has traveled to 40 counties on six continents and he 

joined Access China Tours in the summer of 2014 so that he can work in travel & tourism in order to 

combine his greatest passion, number one hobby, and biggest obsession with his professional 

career. Daniel has traveled to China several times and is very familiar with the culture and customs 

of the country.  He is looking forward to traveling with you on this unique tour. 
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Pre-Tour Beijing Extension 

 

Jan 23 � depart Fly from to Beijing, China your own arranged international flight 

 
Jan 24    Beijing Arrive in Beijing today on (flight#); met by your private guide and transfer 

  to the Regent Hotel Beijing (deluxe room) hotel for check-in; evening is free

  for your own relaxation and/or exploration; dinner is on your own. 

 
Jan 25 Beijing Breakfast in hotel; meet your guide in the hotel lobby this morning and go 

  to visit Tiananmen Square and the Forbidden City; after a brief lunch, take a 

  “Hutong & Courtyard” tour in the afternoon with a Pedicab ride; return to 

  your hotel for a rest before heading out with your guide to enjoy a Peking 

  Duck Dinner at Dadong Restaurant.  <B-L-D> 

 

     
 

Jan 26 Beijing  Early breakfast in hotel; meet your guide in the hotel lobby this morning and   

  set out to visit the Temple of Heaven and Panjiayuan Market.   

   Take an excursion to the Great Wall at Mutianyu; tour the wall with  

  round-trip cableways; lunch will be served at a nice countryside restaurant;  

  return to the hotel in the late afternoon.  Evening enjoy a Welcome Reception  

  and Dinner with all tour participants in a local restaurant.  <B-L-D> 

 

 

 

Main Tour Daily Itinerary 
 

 

Jan 25 � depart Fly to Beijing, China your own arranged international flight 

 
Jan 26    Beijing Arrive in Beijing today on (flight#); met by your private guide and transfer 

  to the Regent Beijing (deluxe room) for check-in. 

   Evening enjoy a Welcome Reception and Dinner with all tour  

  participants in a local restaurant.  <D> 

 

       
 

Jan 27 � Harbin Breakfast in hotel; check out of your hotel in the morning and transfer to the 



Copyright © by Access China Tours 

  airport with your guide and driver; fly CZ6279 (1040-1240) to Harbin with  

  in-flight lunch served onboard; met by your guide upon arrival and transfer  

  to Shangri-La Hotel Harbin (deluxe room) for check-in. 

   Set out in the afternoon for a walking tour of Harbin’s city center, 

  including: Central Street, St. Sophia Cathedral & Square, and Jile Temple;  

  finally go to Zhaolin Park to watch the marvelous Ice Lantern Show.  This  

  evening, enjoy a Dongbei Hotpot Dinner at a local restaurant.  <B-D> 

 

                
 

Jan 28 Harbin Breakfast in hotel; meet your guide in the hotel lobby; set out to visit Sun 

  Island Park, where the Sun Island Snow Sculpture Art Expo is held every 

  winter; you will have the opportunity to tour the park’s many snow  

  sculptures at your leisure; afterwards, visit Heilongjiang Provincial Museum; 

  enjoy lunch in a local restaurant. 

   In the afternoon, drive out to the Manchurian (Siberian) Tiger Park, 

  where we will drive through the park in a protected vehicle to view the  

  extremely rare and highly protected tigers; (you can even buy live animals 

  to feed them if this strikes your fancy); return to the hotel in the late  

  afternoon / early evening; evening is free for your own relaxation and/or  

  exploration; dinner is on your own.  [You may want to visit the Irish pub 

  “Fox” and a bar called “USA Buck” while you are in Harbin; Anthony  

  Bourdain’s “No Reservations” featured both]   <B-L> 

 

            
 

Jan 29 Harbin Breakfast in hotel; meet your guide in the hotel lobby; set out to enjoy a full

  day sightseeing tour while visiting Stalin Park and the Flood Control  

  Monument in the morning; enjoy lunch in a local restaurant.    

   In the afternoon, go up to the top of the Dragon Tower, the second 

  tallest freestanding lattice tower in the world at 336 meters (1,102 feet) in  

  height, for excellent views of the city; head over to the Songhua River to  

  enjoy more winter festivities and watch locals do swimming performances in  

  the ice cold river; you can also enjoy fun winter activities at your leisure,  

  such as ice skating, sledding, ice boating, and/or dog sledding (pay on spot).  

   Return to the hotel in the late afternoon to warm up and relax; meet 

  back up with your guide in the hotel lobby and head out to enjoy a Farewell 

  Dinner this evening at a featuring Far East Russian Cuisine.   
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   After dinner, set out to see the Ice & Snow Wonderland (Bingxue   

  Dashijie) while it is lit up at night and truly comes to life.  <B-L-D> 

 

Jan 30 � Beijing Breakfast in hotel; morning is free at your leisure. You may prefer relaxing  

  at a spa – enjoying a message and the steamy baths, or go souvenir shopping, 

  or explore more of Harbin on your own. 

   After checking out of the hotel late morning; meet your guide in the 

  hotel lobby and transfer to the airport; lunch on own and fly CZ6658 (1340- 

  1535) from Harbin to Beijing; met by your guide upon arrival and transfer to  

  Regent Beijing (deluxe room); evening is free for your own relaxation and/or  

  exploration; dinner is on your own.  <B> 

 

       
 

Jan 31 � return Breakfast in hotel; in the morning, transfer back to Beijing Capitol Airport to  

  catch your flight either onto Hanoi, Vietnam or another Asian destination; if 

  flying home, you will arrive in the USA on the same day.  <B> 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Changes to Itinerary:  Access China Tours has made all possible attempts to ensure the accuracy of tour itineraries.  Circumstances 
beyond our control may occur.  We reserve the right to change itineraries, sightseeing activities, and common carriers, and to substitute 
hotels when necessary.  Service of a similar category and standard will be maintained if such changes are made. The Service Voucher in 
your last pre-departure packet will provide the operational itinerary summary, final transport and hotel information. 

 

   

      

Luxury Hotels Selected for Your Tour 

   

          
 

Regent Beijing 
 
 

    
 

Shangri-La Hotel Harbin 
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Tour Land Price Inclusions & Exclusions 

 
 
Pre-Tour Beijing Extension Land Prices:  
 

 $720 USD per person, double occupancy (for a group of 2 - 5 travelers) 
  $620 USD per person, double occupancy (for a group of 6 - 9 travelers) 

 $520 USD per person, double occupancy (for a group of 10 or more travelers) 
  

 $188 USD 'single supplement' for the two night stay in Regent Beijing on pre-tour 
 

Main Tour Land Price:  
 
  $2,690 USD per person, double occupancy (for a group of 2 - 5 travelers) 
  $2,440 USD per person, double occupancy (for a group of 6 - 9 travelers) 
  $2,190 USD per person, double occupancy (for a group of 10 or more travelers) 

 

 $760 USD for single occupancy in hotels throughout the main tour 

 
 
What's Included in Tour Land Prices:       
 

• Luxury hotel accommodations, double occupancy  

• Coach class Chinese domestic air and ground transportation while on tour  

• All tour related Chinese domestic taxes 

• Arrival and departure transfers on tour dates  

• Transfers and luggage (1 piece of 45 pounds per person) handling  

• Pre-departure information packets  

• All sightseeing, activities, and cultural events listed in the itinerary  

• All meals as specified in the itinerary  

• Escort and tour leading service of ACT rep. Daniel Pliske (for a group of 10 or more travelers) 

• Service of a private English-speaking local tour guide in each city/area 

• Private, clean, and newer vehicles with air-conditioning and professional driver 
 

What's Not Included in Tour Land Prices: 
    

• International air tickets and Chinese visa processing 

• Trip cancellation, baggage, accident, and medical insurance  

• Gratuities to guides and drivers  

• Items not listed and/or specified as included in the itinerary 
 
 

 
Cancellation Policy:  $600 USD pp deposit is required at sign-up. All cancellation notices must be received in writing and will become effective as of the 
date of receipt by Access China Tours.  We assess cancellation fees of all tours according to the following schedule: 
 

90 days or more prior to departure * ....................................................................................... $300 per person 
89 to 60 days prior to departure * .............................................................................................$600 per person  
59 to 30 days prior to departure * .............................................................................................$900 per person    
29 to 15 days prior to departure * ...........................................................................................$1200 per person 
 
* Plus any charges assessed by government agencies, land suppliers, cruise companies and airlines.  
 
Within 14 days of departure .............100% forfeiture of the tour price per person 

 
Access China Tours will not grant partial refunds for any unused trip arrangements after the trip has commenced or any refunds to participants who do not complete 
any portion of the itinerary.  Any airline tickets issued are subject to the carrier’s refund and cancellation policy.  We strongly recommend you purchase trip 
cancellation/interruption insurance to protect your travel investment.  Access China Tours reserves the right to cancel any tour(s) that has only one traveler.  In 
this case, we will try to find an alternative tour for tour participants. If this is not acceptable, all money paid will be refunded in full and this will constitute full and 
final settlement for the client.  However, Access China Tours will not be responsible for any expenses incurred by tour participants (e.g., non-refundable “advance 
purchase” air tickets, insurance & medical expenses, passport and visa expenses, etc.).  If a tour is forced to be cancelled due to government’s travel warnings, 
declared or undeclared wars, hostilities, civil disturbances, strike, riot, epidemic, and quarantines, Access China Tours will refund all participants’ payment less any 
irretrievable expenses and loss (visa fees, airline penalties, communication cost, and non-refundable booking cost, etc.) 


