Southern Treasures of China
Exploring natural wonders, historic treasures, and cultural heritage in
Xiamen, Changsha, Zhangjiajie National Park, Guangzhou, Kaiping, Guiyang,
Kaili, and Sanya plus overnight stays in Shanghai and Hong Kong

17 Days / 15 Nights
well tested itinerary and ready-to-go for any group size - pick your dates

Tour Program Summary

China is a land of history and refinement unparalleled in the world. Attentive visitors are
immersed in a sea of visual and cultural experiences unlike any other they may have had elsewhere.
Each geographic area in China teems with its own identity as an energetic variation on the great
theme of Chinese civilization. You will be amazed at how regions differ vastly yet express similar
values and ideas. This tour explores the less visited southern part of China.
Start your southern China exploration with an overnight stay in Shanghai. Fly to Xiamen
('Amoy' in local dialect), a charming coastal city on the north shore of Taiwan Strait. Here you will
see an interesting blend of Chinese and western architecture due to the city's trading history in the
past centuries, and explore historic sites such as the well known Gulangyu Island and the Nanputuo
Si Monastery, plus the extraordinary "Tulou" traditional residences in Yongding county.
Wing on to Changsha, capital of Hunan Province. Pay a visit to one of the oldest private
colleges in China and tour the city's landmark. Then a short hop by air get you to Zhangjiajie, site
of a huge national park with the scenery inspired the creation of the 'Floating Mountains' for the
Hollywood movie "Acatar". Explore the magnificent landscape with countless draw-dropping vistas
and charming local culture.
Travel by air to Guangzhou, south China’s trading city and economic powerhouse, and
capital of Guangdong Province. Your exploration focuses on the nearby Kaiping county, which will
bring you a dramatic landscape of century old tower houses 'Diaolou" standing in green rice
paddies and among lush groves - a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
Fly westward on to Guiyang, capital of Guizhou Province. Green and lush parks dot this
vibrant city and an day excursion will bring you to China's largest waterfall - Huangguoshu
Waterfall. With a diverse culture and ethnic population, Guizhou Province is home to more than 20
ethnic minorities and Kaili is the center of the Miao People who still practice ancient rituals and
follow centuries old traditions. You will explore several colorful minority villages.
For a total change of climate and surroundings, you take a flight to Sanya on the island
province of Hainan, China's Hawaii. Separated from China's mainland by Qiongzhou Strait, Hainan
island is just a bit smaller than Taiwan and it enjoys all year round tropical weather. After a brief
city tour of Sanya, you will stretch and relax on the sandy beaches of your luxury resort hotel.
Fly to Hong Kong for an overnight stay an d then head home on a cross-Pacific flight.
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Tour Daily Itinerary
Day 01

 depart

Fly from North America to Shanghai, China on your own booked flight

Day 02

Shanghai

Arrive at Shanghai Pudong Airport today and met by your English-speaking
Shanghai tour guide. Transfer to hotel for check-in and rest. No arrangement
for the evening. Grand Central Hotel Shanghai (deluxe room).

Day 03

 Xiamen

After breakfast, transfer with guide to Shanghai Hongqiao Airport for a
morning flight MF8502 (0950-1120) to Xiamen in Fujian Province. Met by
your English-speaking local guide and transfer to Pullman Hotel Xiamen
(superior garden view room) for checking-in, refreshing, and your own lunch.
Begin your exploration of Xiamen in the afternoon by touring the
famous Nanputuo Buddhist Temple. Next, take a ferry to Gulang Yu (also
called 'piano island') for a visit - seeing charming colonial era buildings,
fantastic sea views, small shops, and a piano museum.
Return to the city by ferry and enjoy a delicious Seafood Dinner at a
local elite restaurant. Transfer back to hotel. <B-D>

Day 04

Xiamen

Breakfast in hotel. Take an excursion today to Yongding County and visit
the unique Tulou- the ”Round Houses” of the Hakaka people; also visit a
couple of other attraction along the way. Return to Xiamen and enjoy a
relaxing evening and dinner on your own. <B-L>

Day 05

 Changsha After breakfast in hotel, transfer to airport for flight BK2766 (0925-1100) to
Changsha; met by your local guide and transfer to hotel for check-in.
After lunch in a local restaurant, visit Tianxin Tower in the city and
take an excursion to Yuelu Mountain and visit the Yuelu Academy which
showcases the best of one thousand years of Chinese private education.
Return to Changsha and evening is free; Sheraton Changsha Hotel
(deluxe room). <B-L>

Day 06

 Zhangjiajie
Early breakfast and transfer to the airport for flight BK2863 (08500950) to the mountainous Zhangjiajie. Upon arrival, met by your local guide
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and transfer to Pullman Zhangjiajie Resort (superior room) for check in.
Today’s exploration focuses on the Yellow Rock Village and Golden
Whip Stream area. The park offers fantastic views of the magical landscape
filled with caves, waterfalls, rare plants, and wildlife. Return to hotel late
afternoon and dinner is on your own tonight. <B-L>

Day 07

Zhangjiajie

Day 08

 Guangzhou
Breakfast in hotel. Today continue your tour to visit the Yellow
Dragon Cave and Baofeng Lake where you will take a boat ride.
Late afternoon transfer to airport and fly CZ3246 (1950-2130) to
Guangzhou. Met upon arrival and transfer to the city and check into Grand
Hyatt Guangzhou (guest room) for an overnight stay. <B-L>

Day 09

 Kaiping

Breakfast in hotel. Enjoy a whole day sightseeing in UNSECO World Natural
Heritage Site Wulingyuan Scenic Area which includes Zhangjiajie National
Forest Park, and Tianzishan Nature Preserve.
Take a cable car up the Emperor Mountain and visit the West Sea
Cloud and Kingbrush Peak. Descend via Bailong Lift to the Ten Mile
Gallery; visit Suoxiyu Nature Preserve. Inhabited by Tujia, Miao, and Bai
ethnic minorities, this subtropical mountainous region sports 243 jagged
peaks and more than 3,000 limestone karst upthrusts that together create a
magnificent landscape.
Return to hotel and enjoy a Traditional Folklore Song & Dance Show
after a Local Cuisine Dinner. <B-L-D>

Enjoy a relaxing breakfast in hotel. Travel with guide this morning by
private vehicle to Kaiping County, which is the location to see the peculiar
peculiar ”Diaolou” – multistory, fortified stone towers built by prosperous
families since the early Qing dynasty.
Kaiping has always been the source of huge waves of emigration to
the United States, Canada, and Southeast Asian countries. Many of the
fortified residences were built by returning residents who made their fortune
abroad. Over 1800 of these towers are still standing and scattered around the
area, earning the UNESCO World Heritage Site status in 2007.
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Start your Kaiping exploration with a tour in Zili Village or the socalled 'Canada Village'. Have lunch in a local restaurant.
Afternoon enjoy a half-day tour of the fascinating "Diaolous" in
various villages in Kaiping - Jinjiangli Village (spectacular structures),
Maxiangling Village (quite a sprawl with many buildings), and other unique
buildings in different locations; finally visit Chikan Old Town whose streets
are lined with century old "Diaolou Style" low-rise buildings and make sure to
walk the back-streets as well.
Check into Pantower International Hotel Kaiping (superior room)
and freshen up. Enjoy a Local Cuisine Dinner. <B-L-D>
Day 10

 Guiyang

Breakfast in hotel. Travel by vehicle to Guangzhou Airport this morning
for flight HU7271 (1245-1430) to Guiyang, capital of Guizhou Province. Met
by your local guide and transfer to hotel.
The subtropical Guizhou, shrouded in mist and forested mountains,
has a unique culture and is home to 23 of China’s 55 minority groups,
second only to Yunnan Province.
Take a late afternoon tour of the lush Qianling Park with the charming
Hongfu Temple on its ground. E a local cuisine dinner tonight. Stay two
nights in Pullman Hotel Guiyang (superior room). <B-L-D>

Day 11

Guiyang 
 H.W.F

After breakfast, you embark on a scenic drive through deep mountain
valleys lined with rice terraces, rivers and verdant peaks. The first highlight
of the day is the Sky Dragon Garrison Fortress (Tianlong Tunbao). Residents
of the fortress town wear long blue robes, speak a distinctive dialect. The
fortress was established in the Ming Dynasty (around 1413) when the
imperial court sent an army to control the indigenous people. Explore the
town's ancient street and see a unique performance with colorful costumes
and high pitched singing.
Then head to the magnificent Huangguoshu Water Fall, one of Asia’s
largest with a height of 278 feet and a width of 323 feet. Hike to the “Water
Curtain Cave” behind the falls and get closer to the action. The cave, a 134
meters long corridor, has six unique naturally formed “windows” through
which the falls can be watched, heard and touched! Listening to its
thundering sound and reaching out to touch the columns of the cascading
water is certainly an unforgettable experiences! Other sites in the park
include Tianxing Bridge and Doupotang Waterfall.
Drive back to hotel by the evening and dinner on own. <B-L>

Day 12

 Kaili

After breakfast, travel for 190 kilometer through lush forested mountains
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and river valleys to Kaili, the center of Miao culture and gateway to
surrounding minority hill villages. Upon arrival, enjoy a city tour before
checking in at the hotel, lunch and refreshing.
In Kaili region, There are many different groups of Miao, each
having distinct costumes, dialects, and customs. Local Han Chinese have
given them names that are usually descriptive of or related to the women’s
dress or hairstyle. Thus there are the Black, Red, and White Miao, Rooster
Miao, describing the shape of the headdress, Side Comb Miao because of
the position of the hair comb, and so on. They are also named according
to where they live, hence Mountain or River Miao, or by the skirts they
wear, Long or Short Skirt Miao.

This afternoon, visit Langde village to see intricate embroidery and
brocade, finely wrought silver jewlry, spices, batiks, wood carvings, and
jade. Enjoy the picturesque rice paddies, intricate wooden and bamboo
house architecture and lush hills of this most beautiful region.
Time permitting, also visit Jidao Long-Skirt Miao Village. Being a
generational settlement of the long-skirt Miao, Jidao Miao Village remains
original, remote and tranquil. It is also famous for home-made wine.
Enjoy dinner in a local restaurant. Return to hotel in the evening.
Grand Metropark Hotel Kaili (deluxe room). <B-L-D>
Day 14

 Sanya

Breakfast in hotel. Check out and enjoy a City Tour in Kaili. Then, travel to
Qingman Short-Skirt Miao Village, a village noted for distinct costumes and
traditional clothes-making. Men and women wear a hand-knitted short-skirt
and the clothing material is homemade.
Afternoon drive to Guiyang Airport and fly JD5707 (1530-1720) to
Sanya, Hainan Island. Hainan is the tropical southernmost province of
China and Sanya is the southernmost city on the island, receiving warm
tropical weather year-round.
Met by your local guide at the airport and transferred to your
luxury seaside hotel Hilton Sanya Resort & Spa (deluxe room). Evening is
free and dinner is on your own. <B-L>

Day 14

Sanya

Sanya, referred to as the "Hawaii of China", is a fitting place to spend a
relaxing last couple of days of your journey through the diverse topography
and culture of Southern China.
Breakfast in hotel. Enjoy a leisurely City Tour of Sanya including
vistas along the beach. The warm turquoise waters of the South China Sea
are never far from sight. Afternoon and evening are free. <B-L>
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Day 15

Sanya

Day 16

 Hong Kong
After breakfast in the hotel, transfer to airport for a flight on HX162
(1335-1505) to Hong Kong; walk to your hotel adjacent to the airport
terminal and balance of the day is for your own relaxation. Regal Airport
Hotel Hong Kong (superior room). <B>

Day 17

 return

Breakfast in hotel. Your own leisure at the resort today. <B>

Breakfast in hotel. Walk to the airport terminal and fly home on your own
flight. Service end. <B>

--------------------------------------------------------------Changes to Itinerary: Your travel agency and Access China Tours has made all possible attempts to ensure the accuracy of tour itineraries.
Circumstances beyond our control may occur. We reserve the right to change itineraries, sightseeing activities, and common carriers, and to
substitute hotels when necessary. Service of a similar category and standard will be maintained if such changes are made. The Service Voucher
in your last pre-departure packet will provide the operational itinerary summary, final transport and hotel information.
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Luxury, Deluxe and First Class Hotels on Your Tour

Grand Central Hotel Shanghai

Pullman Hotel Xiamen

Sheraton Changsha Hotel

Pullman Zhangjiajie Resort

Grand Hyatt Guangzhou
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Pan Tower International Hotel Kaiping

Pullman Hotel Guiyang

Grand Metropark Hotel Kaili

Hilton Sanya Resort & Spa

Regal Airport Hotel Hong Kong
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Tour Land Price Inclusions & Exclusions

Tour Land Prices:

from $6,180 USD per person double occupancy (2-5 travelers in one group)
from $5,560 USD per person double occupancy (6-9 travelers in one group)

Single Supplement:

from $1,790 USD for single occupancy throughout the tour

What's Included in 'Tour Land Prices'
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Luxury, deluxe and first class hotel accommodations, double occupancy
Coach class Chinese domestic air and ground transportation while on tour
All tour related Chinese domestic taxes
Arrival and departure transfers on tour dates
Transfers and luggage (1 piece of 45 pounds per person) handling
Pre-departure information packets
All sightseeing, activities, and cultural events listed in the itinerary
All meals as specified in the itinerary ( B=breakfast; L=lunch; D=dinner )
Service of a private professional English-speaking local tour guide in each city
Private, clean, and newer vehicles with air-conditioning and professional driver

What's Not Included in 'Tour Land Prices'
•
•
•
•
•

International air tickets
Chinese visa processing ( www.mychinavisa.com or www.mychinavisa.ca)
Trip cancellation, baggage, accident, and medical insurance
Gratuities to guides and drivers
Items not listed and/or specified as included in the itinerary

Tour Payment Schedule: $600 per person deposit is required when signing up. Tour Balance is due 90 days prior to tour date.
Cancellation Policy: All cancellation notices must be received in writing and will become effective as of the date of receipt by your travel
agency or Access China Tours. We assess cancellation fees of all tours according to the following schedule:
90 days or more prior to departure * .............................................................
89 to 60 days prior to departure *..................................................................
59 to 30 days prior to departure *..................................................................
29 to 15 days prior to departure *..................................................................

$300 per person
$600 per person
$900 per person
$1200 per person

* Plus any charges assessed by government agencies, land suppliers, cruise companies and airlines.
Within 14 days of departure .............100% forfeiture of the tour price per person
Your travel agency and Access China Tours will not grant partial refunds for any unused trip arrangements after the trip has commenced or
any refunds to participants who do not complete any portion of the itinerary. Any airline tickets issued are subject to the carrier’s refund
and cancellation policy. We strongly recommend you purchase trip cancellation/interruption insurance to protect your travel
investment. Your travel agency and Access China Tours reserves the right to cancel any tour(s) that has only one traveler signed up. In
this case, we will try to find an alternative tour for tour participant. If this is not acceptable, all money paid will be refunded in full and this
will constitute full and final settlement for the client. However, your travel agency and Access China Tours will not be responsible for any
expenses incurred by tour participants (e.g., non-refundable “advance purchase” air tickets, insurance & medical expenses, passport and
visa expenses, etc.). If a tour is forced to be cancelled due to government’s travel warnings, declared or undeclared wars, hostilities, civil
disturbances, strike, riot, epidemic, and quarantines, your travel agency and Access China Tours will refund all participants’ payment less
any irretrievable expenses and loss (visa fees, airline penalties, communication cost, and non-refundable booking cost, etc.)
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